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CAMPUS

Beloved Spanish teacher leaves 
behind legacy of successful 
students as she retires 

DISTRICT

As the 2021-22 school year comes to a 
close, students and teachers are saying good-
bye to their fellow peers and most treasured 
mentors, including Advanced Placement Span-
ish teacher Olga Chandler, who plans to retire 
after serving the Carmel High School Spanish 
wing for over 26 years. 

Chandler is known to be one of the most 
successful teachers at CHS, as her AP Spanish 
class has never had below a 95% pass rate on 
the rigorous four-hour exam.

“She’s demanding with her students, but the 
students that are willing to stick with her class 
are the ones who succeed,” says fellow CHS 
Spanish teacher Tricia Bean. “She’s a very big 
force in the department because she’s so intel-
ligent with her ideas and teaching.” 

Olga Chandler has had many students come 
back to her many years later praising her teach-
ing methods. Her demanding and routine-based 
teaching style has given students the confi-
dence to travel to Spanish-speaking countries 
and hold a conversation. 

Former student Kea Yengst chose to apply to 
School Year Abroad in fall 2019, a high school 
study away program located in Spain, France 
and Italy. Yengst attributes much of her desire 
to be in Spain to Chandler’s class. 

“My favorite project was our Cultural Com-
parison project for AP Spanish, in which we 
would have to compare cultural components of 
the United States with other Spanish-speaking 
countries,” Yengst recalls. “I chose Spain, and 
it was really helpful not only with my Span-
ish vernacular, but also in learning more about 

the culture and its history before I even went 
to Spain.” 

Chandler’s advanced Spanish courses em-
phasize the idea of full immersion in the lan-
guage, as students are only allowed to speak in 
Spanish once they enter her classroom. 

“Many of my family members speak Span-
ish, and I feel confident speaking Spanish to 
them,” junior Robert Gomez explains. “No one 
can teach like her.” 

Chandler’s teaching history spans over 39 
years, with her first teaching job at an all-girls 
Catholic high school in Southern California. 
She then went on to teach language at the De-
fensive Language Institute for over a decade. 

“I taught the normal classes and then also 
created a special class for the Green Berets, the 
Navy SEALs, and the Top Gun pilots because 
their needs weren’t being met concerning lan-
guage,” Chandler explains. 

Over time, the harsh and violent curriculum 
left her feeling ethically challenged, and she 
left the institute to then find a job at CHS. Since 
her arrival, she has taught every level of Span-
ish at the school.

“There weren’t any books when I first came, 
so I had to create AP Spanish material from 
scratch,” Chandler explains. “But now I feel 
like I could do it in my sleep.”

As her 39 years of teaching come to a close, 
the teacher expresses excitement to no lon-
ger be constricted by the sound of a bell and 
explore new hobbies. Besides being an avid 
bookworm and photographer, Chandler hopes 
to travel, with a trip planned to visit The Gar-
den of Cosmic Speculation in Scotland and 
later London and Paris with her husband.

“That’s the beauty of retirement, right?” 
Chandler says. “I’ll finally have time to trav-
el because nine weeks off in the summer was 
never enough time to figure out the logistics of 
traveling while also taking the time to recharge 
your batteries.” 

With her long legacy of successful students 
and rigorous teaching, both students and teach-
ers are sad to see the beloved Spanish teacher 
go.

“She’s one of the best teachers I’ve ever 
had,” senior Nina Robertson says. “I first took 
Spanish III my freshman year and she gave 
me the confidence and the skills to jump to AP 
Spanish my sophomore year, and I thank her 
for that.” 

Needless to say, Chandler has contributed a 
lot to the CHS Spanish Department, and staff 
will miss her presence and expertise in the lan-
guage. 

“I hope that when she’s sitting on the beach 
with a little umbrella drink in her hand,” Bean 
says, “she’ll still respond to our questions about 
how to explain complex grammar structures to 
students.”

BY BROOKE MILLER

Plans stalled for CUSD’s 
vacant land between CMS 
and Cottages of Carmel

After purchasing an empty 
8-acre lot adjacent to Carmel 
Middle School, Carmel Unified 
School District’s plans to build a 
multi-sport complex for student 
use have been stalled indefinite-
ly according to CUSD officials.

Originally purchased under 
former Superintendent Barbara 
Dill-Varga in fall 2018 for $1.5 
million, the district hoped to al-
leviate some of Carmel High 
School’s struggles on its small, 
20-acre campus by diverting 
more parking and sports events 
to the 56-acre middle school 
campus. Currently, there is no 
timeline for returning to this 
project after it lost priority to the 
pandemic, and overall support.

“There was a perfect storm 
in terms of buying it and then 
getting it shut down, in terms of 
priorities,” says Karl Pallastrini, 

the only current CUSD Board 
member who was serving at the 
time of the purchase. “We had 
bought it close to the start of the 
COVID shutdown. Recovering 
from COVID, it’s going to really 
take us a while.”

According to Pallastrini, the 
56 acres that comprise Carmel 
Middle School and the MEarth 
Habitat were originally intended 
to serve as the high school cam-
pus when it was built in 1962, 
but that transition never oc-
curred. As a result, CHS’ larger 
student body struggles with min-
imal parking and limited land 
for sports facilities.

“The fit for that property was 
really going to only be CUSD,” 
Pallastrini says, and explains 
that because the property lacked 
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Soon-to-retire Olga Chandler has been teaching 
for over 39 years. 

courtesy of OLGA CHANDLER
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The CHS Band Show, an annual event hosted by 
the Singer-Songwriters Club where student performers 
showcase their musical talents in a night filled with a 
variety of music, is returning May 13 after a two-year 
hiatus, featuring performances from four bands com-
posed of musicians from all grades.

The show is the biggest production that the club 
hosts where both non-members and members of the 
club prepare a three- to five-song setlist, covering both 
originals and covers while enabling students to collab-
orate with one another.

“The Band Show and the club itself provide mu-
sicians with the opportunity to have control over the 
music they’re playing while at school,” explains club 
adviser Marc Stafford. “They offer an opportunity for 
students to explore their own interests and for students 
who show interest in music to get involved.”

In previous years, the show has transformed into be-
ing a memorial and fundraiser for Whitney Grummon, 
a CHS teacher who passed away in 2018, and was re-
named Concert for Whitney in the years before the pan-
demic. Originally an idea that emerged with the origins 
of the club, the two-year gap resets the event, returning 
to their origins, which some would compare to a battle-
of-the-bands event. 

“The turnout is about on par with what we normally 
have,” says Stafford. “It might be fewer people, but 
it’s more material. People in the past were scrambling 
to find one song, and this year, members are prepared 
with two or three songs.”

Welcoming to musicians of all levels, the hosting 
Songwriters Guild stimulates a supportive atmosphere, 
one of the crucial aspects contributing to the success 
of events like The Band Show. Differing significantly 
from other Singer-Songwriters shows in a multitude 
of ways, much more goes into making the show run 
smoothly, featuring the collaboration and communica-
tion between bands of five members.

“The Band Show is so much bigger than the other 
shows. There’s more elements,” says senior Ashley 

Davidson, president of the Songwriters Guild. “There’s 
a bigger audience and a lot more work goes into this 
show. You’re able to collaborate with other members 
in the club rather than have it be a solo performance.”

The band that sophomore Grayden Miller is partak-
ing in plans on performing a combination of original 
songs and pop songs including “Kyoto” by Phoebe 
Bridgers and “Counting Stars” by OneRepublic. 

The group provides a venue for students who might 
not have experience in music to stay involved in a 
learning environment. The freedom given to students 
through these events likewise foster student creativity 
in the arts that cannot be found elsewhere on campus.

“You get to show who you are as a musician and 
get to work on yourself throughout all the shows,” says 
sophomore  Riley Mabry, the club’s vice president. 
“It’s necessary to work on your own identity as a musi-
cian and performer, and the club has personally really 
helped me with that.” 

The production has extensive importance to many of 
the musicians affiliated with the club. With the last per-
formance in early 2020, anticipation is building as the 
performance date approaches for the change in scenery 
for the seniors and majority of sophomores who have 
never participated in the event.

“Being in the club for four years and being president 
this year, I feel like I have a bigger role in the band 
show,” says Davidson. “With it being my last year and 
running the club, participating this year is really impor-
tant. It’s a once a year sort of thing, so it’s a rare and fun 
opportunity for everyone in the club.”

Members of the Songwriters guild are putting their 
all into the performance, coordinating practice times 
with other musicians and composing original songs, 
hoping that their efforts will reflect in the end result at 
the last show of the school year.

“I’m writing songs for both of the bands, which is 
really difficult,” says Mabry. “It is exciting to get to 
play the songs that I’ve written live with backing tracks 
and not just me on guitar, and it’s cool to have people 
collaborate and just make music together outside of a 
school context.”

MAY 20222 NEWS thesandpiper.org

THE SANDPIPER
 STAFF

Editors-in-chief
Sophia Bone
Emma Brown
Riley Palshaw

Online Editor
Riley Palshaw

Staff Writers
Heather Albiol
Safia Bouhaja
Ava Camargo
Shayla Dutta

Ainsley Henderson
Ryan Jalili

Marcus Michie
Brooke Miller
Flint Nachbar

Claire Peterson
Alexis Pine

Faculty Adviser
Mike Palshaw

The views expressed in The Carmel 
Sandpiper are solely those of authors and 
are not intended to be viewed as those 
of the Carmel Unified School District 
administration, the Carmel High School 
administration or the adviser. 
The editors and adviser of the Carmel 
Sandpiper can be contacted at 
sandpiper@carmelunified.org.

STAFF

Musicians band together to host 
The Band Show comeback
BY ALEXIS PINE

ARTS

Lights! Camera! Action! CHS Film Festival returns to the theater

The 10th annual CHS Film Festival, which displays 
the work of student filmmakers with a red carpet and 
award show, will be returning to the 
center for the performing arts after 
a year of COVID-19 restrictions 
which forced students to show the 
films at a drive-in theater.

“We make all this art all year 
round and nobody sees it except 
fellow Video Production students,” 
Video Production teacher Brian 
Granbery says. “This is such a great 
opportunity to see the best of the 
best of the filmmakers here at CHS.”

Last year, the festival took place 
at the Monterey Fairgrounds. This 
year’s show will be a return to the 
CHS theater with a new and differ-
ent experience for returning students 
with the inclusion of a red carpet, 
formal attire and public award cer-
emony. 

“I’m really excited to share this 
great opportunity this year with ev-
eryone back at the theater,” Film 
Club president Jerry Marnell says. 
“At last year’s film festival I won Best Cinematogra-
phy, and it was a really great time. My friends and I 

won a hundred bucks so that was really a fantastic ex-
perience.”

A panel of judges made up of locally involved peo-
ple in the film industry will review the best films from 

respective classes to determine which films will win 
awards like Best Editing, Best Experimental Film and 

Best Film. Judges will include Greg Mettler, a video 
instructor at Monterey Peninsula College and Cabrillo 
College; Cameron Poletti, a 2016 CHS alum turned in-
dependent filmmaker; as well as Jim Pinckney, a local-

ly-based filmmaker.
Padre Parents has donated $1,000 

to be awarded to the best films at the 
ceremony. First place winners in the 
event will be awarded $200 apiece.

Video Production has been a course 
offered for the last 15 years at Carmel 
and as time went on and more and more 
students gained interest into the class 
it quickly became one of most popular 
electives at CHS. The final project for 
Video Production students is the cap-
stone, where students take the skills 
they have learned from the course and 
create a short film in the style of a nar-
rative or documentary to display their 
filmmaking abilities, which will then 
be screened at the event.

“When we started I would just put 
up a projector in the library,” Gran-
bery says. “When more people came I 
moved to the theater, and that’s where 

we’ve mainly held it for the past six 
years.”

The CHS Film Festival will begin at 7:00 p.m. May 
25. Admission is $5.

BY RYAN JALILI

2021 CHS Film Festival film winner ”The Reward,” starring current freshman Victoria Valdez and 
directed by 2022 grad Emily Valdez.
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Due to Carmel Unified School District’s Board of 
Education decision to remain exempt as a rural district 
from Gov. Gavin Newsom’s late start bill, CUSD su-
perintendent Ted Knight has recently recommended 
making a final decision on the district’s late start in De-
cember 2022, keeping in mind the predicted timeline 
of the amended Environmental Impact Report for the 
postponed stadium light project. 

This guidance comes after postponing a later school 
day start time from fall 2021 due to pandemic concerns, 
and then a second setback in fall 2022 due to concerns 
about preparation. 

“I’ll reiterate my continued recommendation that 

we take the next year to inform our community on 
the positive aspects of more sleep, study the tradeoffs 
and then engage in dialogue with our community and 
implement start times at the beginning of the 2023-24 
school year,” Knight said at a CUSD board work ses-
sion April 6.

With an emphasis on full engagement within the 
district, Knight also announced his plan to reach out 
to families in the outlying communities of Cachagua 
and Big Sur, a conversation that he hopes will give 
the board a better understanding of different families’ 
situations and the direct impacts a switch to late start 
would have on all members of CUSD

The superintendent has often used conversations 
like these to ensure everyone’s voice is heard in im-

pactful district decisions.
“I’m trying to be consistent with making sure we’re 

engaging our community, making sure we clearly un-
derstand the impact of our decision, mitigating con-
cerns the best we can and then moving forward,” 
Knight explains. 

The superintendent recognizes that this project has 
not happened at the desirable speed for many, but as 
with the current stadium lights project, he says he is 
dedicated to tackling projects “the right way, and not 
the fast way.”

STUDENTS

Annual Ron Stoney Education Pathways Program aids CHS 
students in furthering their interests this summer

From sponsoring future firefighters to funding con-
servation trips in Hawaii, the Ron Stoney Educational 
Pathways Project has helped foster career exploration 
for Carmel High School students of all grades over 
the past five years, most recently helping eight juniors 
fund their summer plans. 

A total of $20,000 was awarded this year, the high-
est total amount given yet, to juniors Emma Brown, 
Cassidy Bullas, Emma Heiser, Brady Kasper, Jer-
ry Marnell, Noah Mayer, Sonoma Pool and Sierra 
Wouden-Crosno.

“It is important that kids have opportunities to ex-
plore careers and interests while they are young and 
get connected to something,” says longtime committee 
member Patricia Hunt, the CHS college and career co-
ordinator. “And that is exactly why it is special that we 
fund it for the kids who cannot afford to do it.”

Wouden-Crosno plans on majoring in some sort of 
science in college and will be using her funds to at-
tend a four-week University of Southern California 
Discover Engineering program this summer. She also 
received the scholarship last year which let her attend 
the Science at Sea Program which took place on the 
East Coast. 

The whole scholarship program is thanks to car-
diovascular surgeon and philanthropist Dr. Ronald J. 
Stoney, a CHS alum who discovered his love of medi-
cine with the helpful nudge of a biology teacher during 
his sophomore year. Stoney has been trying to repay 

the favor to his alma mater through this program. 
“If a teacher had not said, ‘You should do biology, 

you’re pretty smart at it,’ hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple would be dead because he wouldn’t have invented 
that special heart valve,” explains Hunt when referring 
to the Omni-Tract, a medical device Stoney helped cre-
ate, which has saved countless lives in numerous sur-
geries throughout the world since its invention. 

In addition to his Education Pathways Program, 
Stoney also is the co-founder of Vascular Cures, a re-
search foundation committed to helping patients with 
vascular diseases. 

With the funding Heiser is receiving, she will be 
going to Maui and Kauai for two weeks to attend an 
Island Habitat Restoration service program where she 
will learn how to preserve the natural ecosystems there 
through working with native Hawaiian people and ex-
periencing their culture. The board of directors also de-
cided to grant her more than she asked for and is fund-
ing about half of her trip. 

“I definitely encourage people if they have a pas-
sion for something and want to apply to a program that 
might be out of their price range to apply for the Ron 
Stoney scholarship because it can help make that hap-
pen,” comments the marine-life enthusiast. 

Other winners this year received funds for the Uni-
versity of California at Davis COSMOS program–The 
California State Summer School for Mathematics and 
Science–the United States Naval Academy STEM 

camp summer seminar, a five-week Northwestern Uni-
versity journalism program, a self-paced SAT Prep-
Scholar course and a California School of Arts Ceram-
ics program. 

The application for the RSEPP opened in December, 
and after filling out a Google Form with which they 
explained why they sought funding and how much they 
were asking for, students were called in for interviews 
in front of a committee and found out the results by the 
end of February. 

“The scholarship covered the whole cost of the 
program for me, and I do not know if I would have 
been able to pay for it otherwise, so I’m thanking Ron 
Stoney for really making it possible at the end of the 
day,” mentions Marnell, who will be attending a week-
long Economics for Leaders camp at University of 
California at Santa Barbara.

It is no doubt that CHS led to a prosperous career 
for Ron Stoney, and now through his scholarship eight 
fortunate Carmel students will have more opportunities 
to follow in his footsteps. 

CUSD Board sets date for decision on late start
BY RILEY PALSHAW

BY SOPHIA BONE

Sierra Wouden-Crosno (center) heard about the Science at Sea program through her mother, who participated in it in 
college.

courtesy of SIERRA WOUDEN-CROSNO

“The scholarship 
covered the whole 
cost of the program 
for me, and I do not 
know if I would have 
been able to pay for 
it otherwise, so I’m 
thanking Ron Stoney 
for really making it 
possible at the end of 
the day.”
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Is this the year? Boys’ volleyball faces CCS
Following a 3-0 victory over Pacific Collegiate 

School on May 4, Carmel High School’s boys’ volley-
ball continues their success-filled season into Central 
Coast Section playoffs, modifying some of their prac-
tices and fine-tuning their skills in order to prepare for 
a stiff level of competition. 

Finishing with a 10-1 league record in the Gabilan 
Division of the Pacific Coast Athletic League and a 
15-2 overall record, the boys have served up quite a 
season.

Although the team has been performing consistently 
all season, head coach Israel Ricardez attributes his 
players’ recent success to the high level of competition 
the team was exposed to in the Bellarmine Invitational 
on April 22-23, a tournament in San Jose where the 
boys got the opportunity to play the number two team 
in the nation. He notes that even with the team finish-
ing 2-4 in the tournament it was still the best volley-
ball they’ve played yet, and it showed in their return to 
league games. 

“We’re at a different level than we’ve normally been 
against our league opponents,” said varsity coach Israel 
Ricardez after a 3-0 win over Hollister, the team’s first 
game following the tournament. “We have a tendency 
to play down to our opponents, and I think this was 

the first time we 
showed to our-
selves that we 
don’t have to do 
that.”

While the 
team is overall 
very proud of 
their achieve-
ments in league, 
they understand 
that there is al-
ways room for 
improvement as 
a squad and that 
if they wish for 
success in CCS 
they will need to 
focus their prac-
tices on polishing 
their game and 
bringing the team 
closer together. 

“Our wins so 
far have been 
based purely on the fact that we have talent,” senior 

Amir Brown says. “But we’re 
still working on team chemistry 
and building a team atmosphere 
so that everyone gets involved 
and everyone has a role.”

This sentiment is echoed 
throughout the team, as the ath-
letes recognize the importance 
of working together as one co-
hesive unit in a competitive en-
vironment. 

“If we are a stronger bonded 
team than our opponents we can 
expect more success,” says se-
nior Joe Barnett, co-captain and 
an outside hitter for the team. 
“It’s a mental game.”

Of course, there are technical 
elements of the game the squad 
wants to work on. Making good 
passes, defense off the block 

and overall court awareness are 

the primary focus of their practices as they prepare for 
playoffs. 

“Our team focus at the moment is to develop a stron-
ger back row,” sophomore setter Sebastian Daste ex-
plains. “Once we do that I feel we will be well suited. 
We have strong hitters and front-row blockers who can 
hold their own, and I feel that that will take us far into 
CCS.”

As second in the Gabilan Division, behind Chris-
topher High School (10-1), the squad has a fair shot 
at hosting the first round of the CCS playoffs, a home 
advantage the team wants and needs. Depending on 
how high they seed in their division, the boys could 
continue to host so long as the fire in their drive to win 
remains ignited. 

“All year, we’ve had the same goal that we want to 
win a league championship,” Ricardez says. “The only 
way to do that is to continue to push and get better in 
practices, and so far so good.”

As of publication, the CHS boys’ volleyball team is 
slated to play their first CCS game May 10 at 7 p.m. 
in their home gym, working towards the CCS playoff 
finals on Saturday, May 14. 

Following the unexpected departure of a former 
Carmel High School history teacher at the end of the 
fall semester due to personal reasons, the CHS social 
studies department and some of its students have been 
forced to pivot mid-year presented with new challenges 
and adjusting to new classes the transition has brought.

Though the search for a substitute teacher began im-
mediately thereafter in December, an already scarce 
number of substitutes available district-wide added to 
the difficulty of the task at hand. Despite this, CHS was 
able to locate an available long-term substitute teacher 
who was meant to advise the absent instructor’s fresh-
man geography and junior United States history class-
es. At the beginning of the second semester, the substi-
tute took over the class periods for about a month, then 
left their position the first week of February.

Because of the turnover within the classroom, the 
social studies department ultimately decided to not en-
list another substitute teacher and instead to remedy the 
situation by having four CHS teachers each take on one 
class period during time previously allocated for prep 
work. 

“We told our department that we can pick up some 

of this stuff and create some stability and that we would 
be happy to do that,” says CHS history teacher Marc 
Stafford, who typically teaches U.S. History through 
Monterey Peninsula College dual-enrollment, but re-
cently took on a second period freshman geography 
class.

Like Stafford, many of the other teachers who picked 
up extra class periods were not accustomed to teach-
ing about that particular time period in history. For in-
structors like Phil Johnston, a CHS physical education 
teacher with a background in history, the transition to 
teaching a new subject led to some adjustments in the 
typical curriculum to capitalize on their prior expertise.

After the four teachers took over these classes, they 
faced another challenge: massive grade inflation. Dur-
ing the month in which the substitute was in charge 
of grading, technological issues arose, causing many 
assignments to be marked completed in Google Class-
room, but denoted as missing in Aeries, CHS’ online 
gradebook, and vice versa, thus leading to incorrect 
grades for many students.

“Some of the assignments were entered, some of 
the assignments weren’t entered,” explains Joe Mc-
Carty, who teaches MPC U.S. History and college prep 

U.S. History, but took on a freshman geography class 
as well as additional U.S. History students. “Some of 
the assignments in Google Classroom were 100 points, 
but they were only 10 points in Aeries. So there were 
kids with 200% in the class because the substitute was 
entering them wrong and she didn’t understand how to 
use Aeries.”

Grade inflation was just the beginning. Upon closer 
examination, the four teachers discovered that many 
assignments that had not been turned in had been 
marked as complete and students had been given full 
credit, and the opposite was true as well, leading to 
grades that were not reflective of the work done. Ad-
ditionally, all assignments that were marked as graded 
received a 100% regardless of quality of work. In an 
effort to amend the situation and assign students’ fair 
grades, the instructors went through each student’s as-
signments from the second semester and checked to see 
what had been turned in and what was missing, a pro-
cess that took two weeks. 

Though the situation has been amended for this year, 
when looking towards the 2022-23 school year, CHS 
plans to hire a new history teacher in the fall so that the 
instructors currently filling in can return to their typical 
workload.

BY RILEY PALSHAW

BY EMMA BROWN

With a newfound emphasis on building team chemistry and working as one, the CHS boys’ 
volleyball team feels ready to take on the challenge that comes with CCS playoffs. 

Senior co-captain Josh Rasmussen demonstrates the team’s exceptional 
capabilities in their first game after the Bellarmine Invitational. 

photos by RILEY PALSHAW

CHS teachers pick up extra classes 
after colleague’s mid-year departure
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COMMUNITY

Carmel High School senior Elina Nizamova 
was born in Moscow before moving with her fam-
ily to Ukraine, where she spent most of her child-
hood singing, dancing and performing. When the 
war broke out in Ukraine, Nizamova became one 
of many whose family has experienced grief and 
devastation due to the destruction the war has 
brought to their home country and the danger it has 
put their families in.

“It’s very hard to see all these pictures of the 
beautiful country where I spent my every sum-
mer getting destroyed and demolished,” Nizamova 
says.

The war has also placed the CHS senior’s fam-
ily at risk, forcing them to migrate to nearby coun-
tries or take shelter within the country.

“A part of my family fled Ukraine, but a part 
of my family is still there,” Nizamova explains. 
“They’re living in fear that any time a bomb could 
be dropped on their house.”

On Feb. 24, Russian president Vladmir Putin 
invaded Ukraine, the resulting war destroying the 
country and impacting its people in the process. 
Carmel locals with family across these borders 
are experiencing the emotional effects firsthand as 

they suffer alongside their family and friends.
Hospitals, schools and thousands of homes in 

Ukraine have been destroyed by bombings and 
fighting, consequently disrupting day-to-day life 
for much of the country. The conflicts between 
Ukraine and Russia began in 2014, but only re-
cently did a full blown war break out. Over 11 
million Ukrainians have been displaced from their 
homes, either forced to seek refugee in neighbor-
ing countries or within the war-torn country itself. 
As of April 20, Poland has the highest record of 
Ukrainian refugees at 2.8 million. 

The war has also split apart families with rela-
tives on the other side of the border who have dif-
fering opinions about the war and many of Putin’s 
decisions. With some supporting Putin’s ideals and 

others siding with Ukraine, students such as CHS 
senior Anastasia Zolotova have discovered that the 
war has brought about divisions within their fami-
lies.

“My family is majority Russian, and I know 
some of my family that lives there is supportive of 
many of the decisions that Putin has made,” Zolo-
tova explains. “Myself and my immediate family 
don’t agree with a lot of their opinions about the 
war, and it’s caused a separation within the fam-
ily.”

Ukrainian refugees have found shelter in nearby 
countries through civilians opening their homes 
and providing them with comfort and support dur-
ing the time in which they are staying with them. 
Local Ukrainian families have watched their rela-
tives flee the country and take refuge in strangers’ 
homes. 

“I have family in Ukraine that has been forced 
to flee the country because of the war,” senior Lelia 
Kraut says. “It’s caused a lot of anxiety within my 
family, knowing that they’re in constant danger. 
They’re staying with a family in Poland right now, 
and we’re all extremely grateful that they’re safe.”

Despite conflicts within many families, Kraut 
and Zolotova agree that the war has helped them 
realize the importance of staying connected to their 

family. Kraut ex-
plains that keep-
ing in touch with 
her family in 
Ukraine has pro-
vided both her 
immediate and 
extended family 
with a sense of 
comfort.

“The whole 
thing is heart-
breaking to wit-
ness, even from 
across the globe, 
where I know 
we’re not expe-
riencing what 
Ukraine and its 
people are going 
through,” Kraut 
says. “I’m really 
appreciative of 
all the help that 
CHS has been 
providing for 
Ukraine through 
fundraisers and 
online dona-
tions.”

Kraut is part 
of CHS’ This 
Club Saves 

Lives, whose 
members recently 

hosted a joint event April 1with the Singer-Song-
writers Club to raise money for Ukraine. Nizamova 
performed, where she sang a traditional Ukrainian 
song.

“The event was a huge success,” explains Leigh 
Cambra, the faculty adviser for This Club Saves 
Lives. “We raised over $3,900 that we’re go-
ing to donate to UNICEF for their relief work in 
Ukraine.” 

UNICEF is currently distributing heath, hygiene 
and emergency supplies to Ukrainian communi-
ties, as well as transporting water to areas that are 
heavily involved in conflict, and donations can be 
made at Unicef.org.

BY CLAIRE PETERSON

CHS families affected by 
ongoing war in Ukraine

Is Biden’s policy 
toward Russia 
enough?

Russia’s territorial incursions have tormented Eastern Eu-
rope and continue to undermine principles of international 
peace and security. In the face of the Russia-Ukraine war, 
debate has risen concerning the power of the United States’ 
policies in deterring Moscow from their imperial agenda. 
Without instigating World War III, there is little more U.S. 
President Joe Biden’s administration can do.

One of the principles of U.S. foreign policy in punishing 
Russia has been through economic means, such as the impo-
sition of financial sanctions targeting aerospace, marine and 
electronics sectors of the Russian Federation’s economy. In-
tending to restrict the federation from technological imports 
integral to their war effort, export controls as well as a ban 
on the importation of Russian energy products by the U.S. 
continue to deteriorate Russia’s economic health.

American lawmakers have demanded harsh economic 
penalties on Moscow and largely denounced military inter-
ventionism. Though some Americans criticize Biden’s in-
volvement in the Ukraine crisis as insufficient, due to the po-
tential for a global military crisis to break out, his administra-
tion is reluctant to directly engage Russia, excluding moralist 
reasons, and is thus acting in the best interest of America.

Due to the rules of engagement outlined by Article 5 of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s charter, if a NATO 
member is attacked, it is considered an act of aggression 
against all of the member states. Thus, if American soldiers 
were to engage with Russians forces while deployed in 
Ukraine, it would force the 29 other NATO nations to involve 
themselves in the conflict.

Moreover, there is minimal national security interest in 
directly supporting Ukraine. It is not a bordering state or a 
major trade partner, nor does it contain a U.S. military instal-
lation.

Instead of military intervention, the U.S. has turned to 
economic penalties. In order to insure that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and his cronies suffer for their aggression, the 
U.S. restricted the oligarchy from accessing assets stored in 
the U.S. financial system, such as yachts and mansions.

In further penalization of Putin and his oligarchs, Biden’s 
administration provided Ukraine with an additional $13.6 
billion in economic, humanitarian and military aid amid their 
defense against Russia’s invasion in March. Prior to this, the 
U.S. had provided Ukraine with approximately $7.3 billion 
in security and non-security assistance since 2014.

Despite some Americans insisting that the Biden admin-
istration is standing on the sidelines during the crisis, finan-
cial assistance is a productive manner of supporting Ukraine 
without endangering American lives. In fact, past administra-
tions have employed a similar strategy in condemning Rus-
sia for their territorial invasions. In response to Russia’s full-
scale military incursion of Georgia, U.S. President George 
W. Bush’s administration reduced relations between Russia 
and America, including freezing the U.S.-Russia Civil Nu-
clear Agreement and ceasing their support for Moscow’s re-
quest to join the World Trade Organization.

Years later, during U.S. President Barack Obama’s admin-
istration, the nation’s strategy implemented similar measures 
as the Bush administration. Obama’s policy was the impo-
sition of visa and financial sanctions targeted at individual 
Russians. Compounded with the administration’s economic 
sanctions on various sectors of the Russian economy, includ-
ing finance, energy and defense, Obama’s response strongly 
influenced Biden’s foreign policy.

Despite some Americans continuing to disapprove of 
Biden’s methods of aiding Ukraine, his administration is do-
ing all that is feasible in admonishing Russia for their crimes 
against humanity.

OPINION BY MARCUS MICHIE

courtesy of ELINA NIZAMOVA
The consequences of the war have disrupted Elina Nizamova’s summer visits to her 
family’s house in Ukraine. 
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Dance show returns with creativity, determination
Carmel High School’s center of performing arts will 

soon host the CHS dance show, in which students will 
be performing a variety of pieces over the span of two 
hours, showcasing a total of 45 routines that highlight 
the dedication and drive of the dancers on campus in 
the CHS theater at 7 p.m May 19 and 20. 

“For the students to present their choreography and 
see their ideas grow to 
a fully realized piece 
with an audience is re-
ally neat,” says Kris-
tine Tarozzi, CHS 
dance teacher and fa-
cilitator of the event.

While the organi-
zation process of the 
show began in Decem-
ber, dance students 
have been arranging 
and preparing for this 
event non-stop for the 
past eight weeks. 

“We each are in 
charge of the cos-
tuming, lighting and 
music for our danc-
es,” says junior Sage 
Melton, a Dance IV 
Honors student. “It’s 
amazing to see the de-
velopment of the cre-
ative process.”

The process of or-
ganizing the show is also an immense learning and 
creative opportunity for dancers as it teaches students 
important leadership roles.

“In Dance IV we start by planning out who is cho-
reographing and then we run auditions in a process that 
teaches the students to be leaders, teachers and direc-
tors,” Tarozzi explains. 

Recently, CHS dancers went on multiple field trips 
to the CUSD middle school, elementary schools and 

even Carmelo preschool to share their work. Through 
these mini performances, the dance students are able to 
incorporate all of the district by sharing their passion 
and talents. 

The show itself features numerous genres of dance, 
including acro, jazz, ballet, tap and musical theater, 
many of them choreographed by the students them-
selves. 

“I created a piece this semester which I am really 

excited about,” says Melton. “It was really outside of 
my comfort zone as it’s much more of a jazz funk style 
and even has an element of hip hop.”

Some pieces in the show were also set by world-
renowned guest choreographers. This semester the 
students had the opportunity to work with Lillian Bar-
beito, founder of the Carmel Dance Festival and Bal-
lare Carmel, who set a piece originally choreographed 

by Barak Marshall, a resident choreographer at the 
Glorya Kaufman School of Dance at the University of 
Southern California and former house choreographer 
for Batsheva Dance Company, opening students up to a 
whole new style of dance. 

In commemoration of their years in the dance pro-
gram, Dance IV Honors students also choreographed 
capstone dances, which are longer pieces that contain a 
deeper, sentimental meaning. 

“This semester 
I was able to cho-
reograph my own 
capstone, which has 
been a very reward-
ing process,” senior 
Dance IV Honors 
student Ruby Max-
ion explains. “The 
feeling after each 
show is really ful-
filling because of 
all the hard work we 
put into it.” 

For the dance 
students, this show 
is what they dedi-
cate all of their class 
time and energy 
into. The environ-
ment backstage rep-
resents one big fam-
ily, and the dancers 
claim to be excited 
to finally be able to 
share their passion 
and spirit with the 

community through this performance. 
“I am really excited for the opportunity to perform 

again, and I hope these pieces will bring a sense of 
energy and enthusiasm to the audience,” sophomore 
Dance II student Isabel Norman says.

For those interested in attending the performance 
and experiencing the dancers’ work firsthand, tickets 
can be purchased at the door. 

BY SAFIA BOUHAJA

direct highway access and water utility, it was most 
valuable to CUSD as CMS had easy road access and a 
well on campus that could be used to supply the neces-
sary water.

“When we bought the field, the district was work-
ing on a Facilities Master Plan and recommended 
baseball and softball fields for the area,” says Dan 
Paul, CUSD’s director of facilities and transportation. 
“The recommendation has not changed.”

The effort was spearheaded by Dill-Varga, former 
board member Mark Stilwell and former Chief Busi-
ness Official Rick Blanckmeister, but was halted both 
by COVID-19 and steep costs for renovation.

“I remember seeing a price tag of around $70 mil-
lion,” current Superintendent Ted Knight says. “The 
district hired a consultant to check the communities’ 
interest in raising their taxes for this project. As I un-
derstand it, the support and polling was low and the 
project did not move forward.”

Paul adds that the area is zoned Low Density Resi-
dential, meaning the area can be used for public pur-
poses–like schools and athletic fields–but not com-
mercial ones.

While there is no current timeline for the issue, no 
changes have been made to the original plans. CUSD 
still hopes to implement these fields in the future, even 
if they are low-priority at the moment.

“I think it will remain as athletic fields and multi-
use fields,” Pallastrini says. “It’s going to have the 
original plan.”

Vacant lot
cont. from 1

CUSD purchased the property adjacent to CMS in 2018, with plans to create multi-use athletic fields, but no timeline to 
implement them. 

photo by MIKE PALSHAW
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Alongside two other recipients, Tess Arthur, who 
currently serves as Carmel Unified School District’s 
Board Clerk, was recognized by Carmel Valley and 
Congressman Jimmy Panetta with the annual Good 
Egg community service award on April 3 for her no-
table commitment to serving and bettering her commu-
nity.

“It is an opportunity to give tribute to outstand-
ing community organizers and community volunteers 
throughout the Carmel Valley,” explains Monterey Dis-
trict Supervisor Mary Adams, who was asked to pres-
ent a Good Egg award to another philanthropic citizen. 
“Our community is a very special place to live, and one 
of the reasons is so many people like Tess.”

Tess Arthur moved to the Monterey Peninsula more 
than three decades ago, eventually settling in Carmel 
Valley and enrolling her two children at Tularcitos El-
ementary School. After progressing from president of 
Tularcitos’ Parent Teacher Organization to substitute 
teacher and then teacher aide, it became clear educa-
tion was where she thrived.

“I decided, you know what? This is an incredible 
school and an incredible environment, and I wanted to 
work with kids,” Arthur explains. “That’s kind of how 
it started.”

While at Tularcitos, the educator founded Bucks for 
Bobcats, a lasting volunteer program for their PTO, and 
later took on Operation Padre to raise over $650,000 for 
Carmel High School’s turf field. She later began work-
ing in classrooms in Cachagua, addressing needs there 
by operating a summer program and raising money for 
sports facilities among other projects.

“I realized I really wanted to become a board mem-
ber so I could do more for all the kids in our district,” 
says Arthur, who was elected as the Board’s clerk in 
2018. “I did it out of wanting to completely give back 
to the community, but it’s also been an incredibly dif-

ficult role for me. It’s been fraught with a lot of difficult 
decisions in the past couple of years.”

As a board member, Arthur expressed pride for 
CUSD’s work on a COVID-19 food bank, which deliv-
ered over 120 boxes of food each week and began host-
ing nightly dinners for those in need. These deliveries 
made an effort to reach the more remote parts of the 
district and lasted for more than five months.

“The Good Egg award is often given to people who 
are behind the scenes,” Adams says. “They aren’t real-
ly big public figures, they’re volunteers who really put 
their heart and soul into helping make our community 
a place where people can thrive. Tess Arthur is really a 
good example of that.”

Previously run by Carmel Valley’s Chamber of 
Commerce, now former recipients of the same award 
nominate new candidates to receive the award at an 
event open to all Carmel Valley residents. This includes 
Alan Crockett, a 2018 recipient, who nominated Arthur 
along with Teresa Goldberg, a teacher at Tularcitos. 

“The award is a distinction given to people who have 
made a significant difference to the community over an 
extended period of time,” says Crockett, likening it to a 
Citizen of the Year Award.

Crockett, a longtime Valley resident involved in 
several nonprofit organizations, came to know Arthur 
through the Community Fund for Carmel Valley– an 
organization which allocates money to other local non-
profits–and expresses amazement at her ability to bring 
people together. 

“She was just a dynamo. You know, I could tell in-
stantly that she was special,” Crockett says. When an-
nouncing her award, he summarized, “Tess can’t say 
‘no,’ and no one can say ‘no’ to Tess.”

Although the pandemic was difficult both personally 
and professionally for Arthur, she continues to pursue 
her career in education and serve the Monterey Penin-
sula in several capacities, including teaching at Steven-
son School and serving several school and community 
oriented boards.

BY SHAYLA DUTTA

OPINION

Get Philosophized: Am I your body’s keeper?
In a draft brief 

leaked to Politico, 
the Supreme Court 
voted to overturn 
Roe v. Wade, the 
landmark abor-
tion case that ruled 
that citizens have 
a constitutional 
right to abortion ac-
cess. In response to 
the brief, protests 
against the decision 
broke out in major 
cities across the na-
tion.

For decades, 
abortion has been a 
hot-button topic in 
America, creating 
tension between po-

litical parties and inspiring arguments about a person’s 
right to terminate a pregnancy. 

But the question remains: Is abortion ethical? If not, 
then it stands to reason that there is no moral issue with 
the overturning of the precedent set by Roe v. Wade. 

Prominent philosopher Judith Jarvis Thomson takes 
on this question in her argument, “A Defense of Abor-
tion,” in which she concedes a fact often battled over 
during disputes about abortion: The philosopher ac-
knowledges that a fetus is in fact a person, beginning 
at the moment of conception, and thus, has an inherent 
right to be alive. 

By conceding this, Thomson turns her attention to 
bodily autonomy, posing a thought experiment: Say a 
famous violinist is hooked up to your circulatory sys-
tem, and the only way to sustain his life is to connect 
your kidney to his body, so that you may filter out the 
poisons in his blood. You had no say in the matter, your 

body is being used unwillingly. The director of the So-
ciety of Music Lovers tells you that they surveyed all of 
the medical records they could, and you were the only 
match. In order to save his life, you, and only you, must 
remain in a bed, hooked up to another person’s body 
for nine months. 

Thomson claims that you are in no way obligated 
to sustain this violinist’s life because you have an in-
dividual right to freedom that no one else can impede 
upon. The philosopher says that someone’s right to life 
does not supersede your own right to life, happiness 
and a lack of suffering.

The philosopher, however, acknowledged that this 
argument only works when a child is conceived from 
non-consensual sex, because in the aforementioned 
scenario, you are entirely unwilling to be pregnant. 

To address a situation in which 
someone willingly engages in sex 
and subsequently becomes pregnant, 
Thomson created a second thought 
experiment: Imagine that it’s a hot 
day in spring, and you open the win-
dow in your dining room to let a cool 
breeze in, but much to your surprise, 
a man, adorned with a ski mask, 
climbs through the open window and 
robs your house. Sure, you opened 
the window, but you did not invite a 
robber in, and you certainly did not 
ask to be robbed. 

Thomson views this situation as 
analogous to pregnancy: An individ-
ual may have had sex, but that in no 
way means that they wanted a child. 
This takes us back to the violinist 
argument–you have no obligation to 
sustain another person’s life, even 
if they need your body in order for 
them to survive. No one can claim 

that you owe them salvation.
Though Thomson takes a libertarian approach to 

abortion, claiming that people have an unalienable 
right to choose what happens to their body, a utilitarian 
would look at the situation differently while ultimately 
arriving at the same conclusion. A utilitarian would act 
in a way that would maximize the happiness for the 
greatest number of people, and as a result would ad-
monish the Oklahoma legislators because of the suf-
fering that a person who no longer wants to sustain a 
pregnancy, but is forced to, would experience.

Based on Thomson’s argument, the reversal of Roe 
v. Wade is inherently unethical because it forces peo-
ple to unwillingly sustain the life of a fetus and denies 
them the bodily autonomy that they inherently have a 
right to.

BY EMMA BROWN

CUSD Board Clerk Tess Arthur is actively seeks 
opportunities to give back to the Monterey Peninsula, 
including helping organize and bring about CUSD’s food 
bank during the pandemic shutdowns.

CUSD board clerk Tess Arthur recognized 
with Carmel Valley Good Egg award

 With the reversal of Roe v. Wade, the right to abortion in America is 
threatened, violating people’s right to bodily autonomy. 

photo by MOBILUS IN MOBILI

courtesy of TESS ARTHUR

Emma Brown is a utilitarian 
humanist and a self-described 
rationalist.
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Student engineer invited to attend Student engineer invited to attend 
prestigious international science fairprestigious international science fair

After winning first place in the Physics and Astron-
omy senior division at the California State Science and 
Engineering Fair on April 12, CHS junior Hannah Shu 
will be attending the International Science and Engi-
neering Fair, one of the most reputable science compe-
titions, in Atlanta, Georgia, from May 7-13. 

A self-described big thinker and engineer, Shu pre-
fers creating over experimenting. After attending the 
virtual ISEF science fair last year and becoming a final-
ist, the science fair aficionado is excited for this year’s 
in-person ISEF competition, where she will showcase 
her project on analyzing the acoustics of her violin.

“Weirdly enough, my favorite thing about science 
fairs is actually talking with the judges,” the young en-
gineer says. “I love public speaking, and just talking to 
people in general, but obviously that has been restricted 
with COVID-19.”

She began her science fair journey four years ago, 
at the International School of Monterey, where it was 
a requirement for seventh graders to participate in sci-
ence fairs. At first, Shu’s primary source of motivation 

was friends, but it soon rippled into a true, self-moti-
vated passion.

“In 8th grade, I began to expand beyond school 
competitions and was the only one from my middle 
school who continued participating in fairs throughout 
high school,” Shu explains. “I then realized that this 
continuation was no longer fueled with being competi-
tive, but I actually had grown a passion for doing it.”

Throughout her years of science fairs, the CHS ju-
nior was a Broadcom Masters 2019 finalist, has been 
awarded the grand prize at the Monterey County Sci-
ence and Engineering Fair and recently won first place 
in the Physics and Astronomy senior division at the 
California State Science and Engineering Fair.

Along with her science and engineering achieve-

ments, Shu began the TEDx club in the 2020-21 school 
year, where she enjoys collaborating with her peers and 
speaking at school events. Her involvement at Carmel 
High also includes being the orchestra’s concertmaster 
and acting as member of the Music Student Council. 

“She does a great job taking charge and delegating 
what people in the club will do,” TEDx club adviser 
Don Frietas says, “while also letting her peers contrib-
ute their ideas to our meetings.” 

CHS junior and TEDx club member Simona Mati-
yevsky met Shu in elementary school and recognizes 
the young engineer’s passion for leadership in all of her 
academic success.

“Hannah is a very motivated person,” Matiyevsky 
says. “She is always working on expanding ideas for 

the club, such as podcasts and school events, 
and takes other members’ opinions into ac-
count creating a very inclusive environment.”

With Shu’s inquisitive nature and love of 
educating others, she has goals of teaching and 
helping her community in the future.

“I love educating others and finding cre-
ative solutions to help make the world a better 
place,” Shu says, “so the ability to teach and 
give will definitely be a part of what I do in 
the future.”

BY AVA CAMARGO

Hannah Shu showcasing her violin acoustics science fair project at the 2019 Broadcom Masters. 

Hannah Shu speaking at the “Feed the Mind” TedxYouth@CarmelByTheSea event on April 3. 

courtesy of THE SOCIETY OF SCIENCE

courtesy of HANNAH SHU

“In 8th grade, I began to 
expand beyond school 
competitions and was the 
only one from my middle 
school who continued 
participating in fairs 
throughout high school. I then 
realized that this continuation 
was no longer fueled with 
being competitive, but I 
actually had grown a passion 
for doing it.”
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Young golf star shines in an array of state tournaments 

Working towards dreams of playing in the U.S. PGA 
Tour, junior golfer Cole Kroeker performs prodigiously 
in golf tournaments through multiple top-five finishes 
in Junior Tour Northern California tournaments, his 
work towards the U.S. Junior Amatuer and his leader-
ship skills, which he developed as captain of the CHS 
golf team. 

For Kroeker, the path to the green was always clear. 
Receiving his first set of clubs before he could walk, 
the golfer spent hours playing with his plastic putter in 
his living room. Today, that tenacity and dedication has 
stayed with him and golf has remained a major facet of 
his life.

“When you love to do it, it’s honestly not that hard to 
be out there all day because you’re always having fun,” 
Kroeker says. 

The young golf star went home with a third place 
finish on March 5-6 in the Bobby Clampett Junior 
Championship, held by the Junior Golf Association of 
Northern California, after shooting six birdies. 

Structured practices help Kroeker get in as much 
playing time as possible and develop precise tech-
niques, and when partnered with his passion and dedi-
cation it means that he can be found on the course for 
at least three hours every day after school and from 10 
a.m. until sunset on weekends. 

His unique practice schedule has paved way for his 
multiple top-five finishes in JTNC tournaments, includ-
ing his second place finish at JTNC Bayview in Sep-
tember and JTNC Laguna Seca in October, where he 
finished with six birdies and an eagle. 

The incredibly precise, difficult skills required for 
not only rigorous practice but also weekly tourna-

ments are far and few 
between, yet the high 
school golf enthusiast 
finds support and en-
couragement from his 
dad, Ross Kroeker, the 
lead instructor at Pebble 
Beach Golf Course and 
CHS boys’ golf team 
coach. 

“At first it was really 
just letting Cole find his 
own way and not trying 
to give him too much in-
formation or too many 
of my thoughts,” the 
coach explains. “But 
then also being there to 
help him and support 
him when he needed 
help and when he tried 
to take his game to the 
next level.”

Beyond traditional 
junior tournaments, the 
younger Kroeker ex-
pands his horizons by 
challenging himself in 
all areas pertaining to 
his sport. He competed 
in the Nipomo Men’s 
Amatuer Championship 
against college profes-
sionals, beating half of 
them and simultane-
ously earning a spot on 
colleges’ radars. 

Kroeker is also work-
ing towards the Amer-
ica Junior Golf Asso-
ciation, a performance-
based organization with 
tournaments at the regional and national level. To enter, 
20 stars are required, with one or two stars awarded for 
every tournament won. 

With big aspirations for the future, including playing 
at the Division I or II level in college and continuing his 
leadership skills through teaching as a golf instructor, 
Kroeker draws inspiration from his dad.

“I’ve played with him all my life, he’s really my 
mentor and coach,” Kroeker explains. “We have a lot 
of father-son bonding time on the course.” 

With his father’s encouragement, Kroeker tried 

qualifying for the 2021 U.S. Junior Amatuer, in which 
he shot three under. With strong dedication, he is now 
working towards the 2022 event in July. 

Beyond statewide tournaments, Kroeker is the 
school golf team team captain and he works to sup-
port the team and give them the best possible advice. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the team won league 
championships, and this past season Kroeker has con-
sistently been the lowest scorer, with a highlight of 
one-under at the Spyglass tournament. 

Several colleges, including California Polytechnic 
University and Sonoma State University, already have 
their eye on him, ensuring that if Kroeker continues 
down this path there will be plenty of opportunities for 
the young star to achieve his goals of playing in college 
and even professionally. 

BY HEATHER ALBIOL

Kroeker hones his skills through daily practice and weekly participation in tournaments.

CHS junior Cole Kroeker at the JTNC Fall Series at Laguna Seca after scoring 68-75 and 
placing 2nd. 

courtesy of COLE KROEKER

courtesy of COLE KROEKER

“At first it was really just 
letting Cole find his own way 
and not trying to give him too 
much information or too many 
of my thoughts. But then also 
being there to help him and 
support him when he needed 
help and when he tried to 
take his game to the next 
level.”
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Meet your representatives
After a neck-and-neck electoral race for the Associated Student Body leadership roles, class representatives and commissioner positions, the results are finally in and the elected officials 

are preparing to step into their new roles on campus. 

BY AINSLEY HENDERSON

ASB President - Jack Norman
While campaigning for the position of president, Jack Norman pledged to work with the administra-
tion to put a frozen yogurt machine on Carmel High School’s campus, a task that may be hard to 
achieve.

“My primary goal is to further positive advancements in the school district by communicating and 
advocating student ideas, items of interest and issues of concern to the administration,” Norman says.

While serving his term, Norman will be tasked with attending school board meetings, running ASB 
meetings and communicating with the leadership class, student body and CHS administration.

ASB Vice President - Jerry Marnell
After being prompted to run by his peers, Jerry Marnell stepped into the race for ASB vice president, 
vowing to find solutions to campus issues, including the excessive amounts of trash and the empty 
vending machines. 

“Trash is becoming a huge problem since we’ve come back from the pandemic,” Marnell says. “Insti-
tuting ways to curb that issue is crucial.”

As vice president, Marnell will run ASB meetings, which occur once a month, help with Back-to-
School Night and oversee elections.

ASB Secretary - AJ Desai
Since middle school, secretary AJ Desai has had an interest in leadership but his class schedule and 
COVID-19 prohibited him from participating. For his senior year, Desai decided to make the time to 
get involved in ASB. 

“ASB secretary has to take unbiased notes at [meetings],” Desai says. “I’m pretty good at reserving 
bias so I’ll fit into the role nicely.”

Since this is Desai’s first year participating in leadership, he plans to learn the basics of his job first, 
and then begin to tackle more pressing issues.

ASB Treasurer - Siri Panetta
Siri Panetta is no stranger to the commitment of being Carmel High School’s treasurer, as the 2022-23 
school year will be her second term in this position. 

“I thought that there was no harm in applying for it again,” Panetta says. “Not to mention that all the 
higher positions were extremely competitive.”

Panetta’s job as treasurer involves keeping charge of the money allocated to clubs and sports. If a 
group wants to ask for ASB funds, it is Panetta’s job to bring it up in meetings and motion to get it 
approved.
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Meet your representatives
After a neck-and-neck electoral race for the Associated Student Body leadership roles, class representatives and commissioner positions, the results are finally in and the elected officials 

are preparing to step into their new roles on campus. 

BY AINSLEY HENDERSON

Class of 2023 President - Reygan Bethea
During her final year at CHS, Reagan Bethea believes that her job as class president is to ensure that 
her soon-to-be-senior classmates have the best year yet.

“As president, I’m going to try to have more inclusivity in activities,” Bethea says. “As well as plan 
activities that people actually want to do.”

Bethea, alongside vice president McCartney Hong, will be in charge of the Senior Night, prom and 
senior meetings throughout the year.

Class of 2024 President - Marcus Michie
After spending his sophomore year as vice president, Marcus Michie was elected as president for his 
junior year. During his term, Michie plans to improve the quality of cafeteria food and lower food 
waste.

“My passion for public policy and service spurred my decision to pursue student government,” Michie 
says.

Michie will also be working alongside Class of 2024 vice president Morgan Mayer to help set up and 
plan the junior prom.

Class of 2025 President - Stella Nunez
CHS’ campus, particularly the amphitheater, tends to be littered with discarded lunch trays, plastic 
wrappers and food remnants after lunch. Much of that trash has been attributed to the habits of the 
Class of 2025. Stella Nunez plans to change that.

“I understand that my grade, the Class of 2025, kind of neglected to take care of our campus this year,” 
Nunez says. “I believe that I can help us improve our habits during our sophomore year.”

Nunez also believes that ensuring her classmates have an enjoyable experience at school, both in and 
out of class, is key. She hopes to increase her class’ participation in spirit activities.

Class officers and comissioners
Class of 2023 
President: Reygan Bethea
Vice President: McCartney Hong
Secretary/Treasurer: Holden Pereles

Class of 2024
President: Marcus Michie
Vice President: Morgan Mayer
Secretary/Treasurer: Lily Lehman

Class of 2025
President: Stella Nunez

Commissioners
Athletics: Ellie Rydeheard and Jim Moreau
Campus/Community Outreach: Vincent 
Camacho
Marketing/Communications: Tosin 
Oladokun 

Spirit: Audrey Glaser and Sammy Kurz
Merchandising and Media: Adam Carley 
and Peyton Kelly
Rallies: Gigi Austria and Eddy Zarate
Sustainability: Will Hand
Clubs: Sophia Bone and Maggie Johnston
Social Events: Ava Valdez and Mya 
Schnader



MAY 202212 ARTS thesandpiper.org

Driven CHS students taking passion for visual arts to next level 

Carmel High School junior Jules Forrest works in-
dependently for a Los Angeles group called the Comp-
ton Cowboys, who positively impact inner-city youth 
by exposing them to horse riding and equestrian cul-
ture. Forrest has had an interest in graffiti and street art 
style arts from a young age, and while photographing 
the Cowboys in 2018, Forrest did his first piece for the 
group. 

“When I was there, they told me they needed some 

help on their ranch,” Forrest says. “I was able to do 
some graffiti pieces down there.” 

The junior now returns yearly to do pieces for the 
Cowboys around their ranch and spots down in Los 
Angeles, and has done another three or four com-
pleted art pieces for them since 2018, with hopes of 
returning this year. And Forrest is not the only student 
on campus that has taken a passion for art making be-
yond the CHS campus. 

Founded by Meg Biddle and Marcia Perry, the 
Youth Arts Collective is a creative workshop for young 
artists around the Monterey Peninsula that serves as a 
community for other artistic students from CHS and 
beyond.

“YAC is really just a space where young artists can 
work creatively without any competition,” explains 
junior Julia Blakey, who has been tasked with a mural 
for the Carmel Valley Veterinary Hospital, which will 
consist of dogs receiving haircuts at a 1950s style bar-
ber shop. 

After finishing preliminary sketches, the painting 
will begin at the start of summer.

“Not a lot of people know about it, but it’s been a 
really great opportunity,” Blakely says. “I’ve met a lot 
of great people through YAC.”

Orla Cook, who is also part of the Youth Arts Col-
lective, has spent the past five weeks working at the 
YAC studio. According to Cook, being able to work 
creatively outside of a school setting has allowed her 
to improve as an artist and experiment with different 
mediums. She recently finished a larger acrylic piece 
that took over 20 hours to complete, the stamina for 
which she accredits to the YAC studio. She now plans 
to frame the piece and to showcase it at an art competi-
tion. 

In a more specific artistic medium, the Weston Col-
lective works to get younger students in-
terested in photography. The organization 
provides guest speakers and workshops for 
people on the board, as well as hosting pho-
tography competitions and showcases. 

Junior Beniot 
Boudreau joined 
the board of the 
Weston Collec-
tive in the fall 
of 2021 and has 
since gained a 
deeper apprecia-
tion for photog-
raphy. 

“The position 
on the board was 
offered to me,” 
Boudreau ex-
plains. “It really 
came from put-
ting myself out 
there and reach-
ing out to other 
photographers 
in the area and 
really getting 
involved in the 
photography com-
munity.”

Boudreau also plans on submitting photos to Weston 
Scholarship next year, an art competition in Monterey 
and Santa Cruz counties. 

“I’ve taken photos at concerts a lot, and that is hon-
estly the most fun I have taking photos because I get to 
enjoy the events and taking the photos which is a lot of 
fun in itself,” Boudreau says. “At this stage in my life 
I see my love of photography turning into a passion for 
filmmaking.”

Boudreau has an interest in attending the University 
of British Columbia after high school with the hope of 
studying photography and film. 

STUDENTS

BY FLINT NACHBAR

Jules Forrest has been able to create his own 
unique style of street art. 

courtesy of Jules Forrest

Whether he is behind a film camera or taking photos, Benoit 
Boudreau has been driven by his passion for the art of film. 

courtesy of BENOIT BOUDREAU

Her involvement in YAC and her work with the Carmel 
Valley Veterinarian Hospital has showed Julia Blakely’s 
dedication to art. 

courtesy of JULIA BLAKELY

courtesy of JULES FORREST
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STUDENTS

As graduation for the Class of 2022 approaches, 
Carmel High School seniors will have the opportunity 
to attend a graduation cap decorating workshop May 19 
in Room 41 that will allow students to show off their 
personality and future plans. 

CHS art teacher Steven Russell has been indepen-
dently designing graduation caps for seniors for over 
19 years and has decided to spearhead the workshop. 

“It started as a way to say goodbye to seniors who 
took my class and who may need my help decorating,” 
Russell says. “But I’ve also decorated graduation caps 
for college students earning their bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees.” 

The first-time workshop aims to bring seniors to-
gether in an environment where creativity can inspire 
others and offer a space for students to get insight on 
the decorating process directly from the art teacher 
himself. 

“I will demonstrate my personal approach to deco-
rating caps and other tips on the technical side of it,” 
Russell says. “I’ll be around the workshop to support 
and help anyone who needs it.” 

Many seniors are planning to take advantage of the 
workshop. 

“I think it’s a cool way to show off where you’re go-
ing or what your future plans are,” senior Carys Phillips 
says. “It will allow us to be creative and collaborate in 
order to show off our goals and passions.”

During the pandemic, Russell posted tutorials on 
how to decorate a graduation cap on YouTube and Ins-
tagram, in order to help make his senior students’ grad-
uation special given the circumstances. Commonly, the 
caps are decorated with future college name, admired 

quotations and travel locations in order to personalize 
them. 

Senior Mia Rodriguez has committed to Santa Bar-
bara City College for nursing and plans to decorate her 
cap with the SBCC name. Ariana Smith is planning to 
decorate her cap with a large letter ‘A’ to signify her 
commitment to the University of Alabama, and John 
Hoffman is planning to follow suit by decorating his 
cap with a large ‘USC’ for the 
University of Southern Cali-
fornia. 

Other students are taking 
an alternative route to deco-
rate their caps.

Baseball player Alex Har-
rison is hoping to decorate 
his cap with a baseball em-
blem or drawing instead of 
his college of choice. Olivia 
Shipnuck, who has decided to 
take a gap year and travel to 
Europe, is planning to deco-
rate her cap with an Eiffel 
Tower design.

“Being able to decorate 
our caps together through 
this workshop is going to be 
a great opportunity to make 
memories before we all split 
up,” senior class president 
Megan Fitzpatrick says.

Russell also decorated 
graduation caps at his previ-
ous position as senior class 
adviser and leadership teacher 

at Seaside High School. As he continued to work on 
students’ caps at CHS, he found difficulty in the deco-
rating process. 

“What I found was that it was really hard to paint 
on the polyester fabric, so I invented a way to deco-

rate onto a piece of high-quality watercolor paper that 
would attach to the cap itself,” Russell says.

With much trial and error, Graphic Design and art 
teacher Holly Lederele created a 9’ x 9’ template that 
students could attach to their caps with double-sided 
sticky tape. This allows students who are renting a cap 
and gown to still take the design home with them in 
order to remember the special moment. 

Art teacher Steve Russell decorated a graduation cap for a senior heading off 
to UCLA in 2020. 

courtesy of STEVEN RUSSELL

Congratulations to Congratulations to 
CHS senior Brooke Miller,CHS senior Brooke Miller,

 the 2022 recipient of  the 2022 recipient of 
the Carmel Sandpiper the Carmel Sandpiper 

Scholarship!Scholarship!

The Carmel Sandpiper Scholarship Fund exists 
thanks to our advertisers, with half of all 

advertising revenue going directly to support 
our future writers and journalists.

Workshop designed to bring seniors together 
offers creative space to decorate graduation caps
BY BROOKE MILLER

courtesy of BROOKE MILLER
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Playlist of the MonthPlaylist of the Month

“Coming Home” 
by Leon Bridges

“Fast Car” 
by Tracy Chapman

“Real Love Baby” 
by Father John Misty

“Stay” 
by Post Malone

“Where’d All The Time Go” 
by Dr. Dog

“There Is a Light That Never Goes Out”
by The Smiths 
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Study spots around the peninsula

The Bookworks 
667 Lighthouse Ave, Pacific Grove

The Carmel Coffee House 
and Roasting Company 

Ocean Avenue between 
San Carlos and Dolores, Carmel

Tucked away in the corner of 
downtown Pacific Grove, The Book-
works is the perfect safe haven for any 
student in need of a place to study. A 
combined bookstore and coffee shop, 
the cafe offers an impressive selection 
of coffee and tea drinks, including a 
delicious honey lavender latte, to sip 
on while working on that final essay 

you’ve been procrastinating. 
Be sure to ask for your drink “for 

here”...and with no whipped cream in 
order to ensure maximum foam. With 
a wide array of tables, couches and 
comfortable chairs, The Bookworks 
has a spot for everyone, and seats are 
rarely all filled. The store offers stu-
dents a quiet hideaway, with peaceful 

patrons often 
reading the 
n e w s p a p e r 
early in the 
mornings and 
an occasional 
coffee drop-
in later in the 
day. 

Quiet mu-
sic, stable 
wifi, the 
sweet scent 
of pastries 
and delicious 
coffee cre-
ate the ideal 
study spot for 
any student 
in need of a 
palace of fo-
cus. 

Hidden behind the usual suspects of 
retail stores, the Carmel Coffee House 
and Roasting Company offers students 
a place to study that is free of the bustle 
typical of down-
town Carmel. 

Located just 
off of Ocean Av-
enue, one might 
expect the coffee 
shop to be packed 
with patrons, as 
many other cafes 
are, but the hid-
den nature of the 
spot has made it 
one of Carmel’s 
best kept secrets. 
With both indoor 
and outdoor seat-
ing, students can 
select whether the 
sun or shade suits 
them best as they 
hit the books. 

The beauty of 
the store is the 
solitude that it of-
fers. Due to slow 
foot traffic com-
pared to other 
downtown stores, 

the Carmel Coffee House guarantees 
every student a spot to study and sip 
coffee. While working, make sure to 
nibble on their muffins, they’re divine!

Counterpoint Coffee 
565 Broadway Ave, Seaside

East Village Cafe 
498 Washington St, Monterey

Though it’s a bit of a commute from 
Carmel, Counterpoint Coffee in Sea-
side is the hipster cafe of a student’s 
dreams. 

With cool concrete walls and a 
grunge aesthetic, the store creates a 
calming vibe, making it the perfect 
location to crack down on that anxi-
ety-causing essay. Delicious coffees, 
artisanal drinks and a wide selection 
of croissants and tarts can keep any-
one occupied for hours. Heart-topped 
beverages are sure to soothe the soul, 

as well as remind the customers of the 
genuine care that every exceptionally 
friendly barista makes each drink with. 

The small selection of seating 
makes Counterpoint a competitive 
venue, so be prepared to battle it out 
for a table! Despite this, the coffee 
house offers a relaxing atmosphere 
with the added perk of its distance 
from Carmel High School, making 
you nearly anonymous and unlikely to 
run into any peers.

Similar to Counterpoint, East Vil-
lage Cafe is a bit of a trek from Carmel, 
but the ambiance of the store makes the 
journey well worth it. 

The stoney structure of the building 
creates a medieval vibe, making it easy 
for students to transport themselves 
into a castle far away from the stress 
of studying. While the food at the cafe 
is positively delightful, the coffee is re-
ally what one should call home about. 

The espresso is perfectly smooth with 
the right amount of sweetness, creating 
the ideal blend for any drink. 

Of all of the previously mentioned 
coffee shops, East Village Cafe offers 
the greatest amount of seating, with a 
wide array of tables to choose from, 
spanning both inside and outside the 
cafe.

As AP tests wrap up and finals rapidly approach, many students are in need of a quiet place to study. These coffee shops on the Monterey Peninsula offer the 
optimum location for hitting the books. 

BY EMMA BROWN

photos by EMMA BROWN
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Question & AnswerQuestion & Answer
1. Cole Sprouse 
2. One Direction 
3. Cars 
4. No, I just go with the 
flow 
5. Coke

1. Rihanna  
2. The Jimi Hendrix Ex-
perience 
3. Beyblade 
4. No, I wouldn’t say so 
5. Coke

1. There are too many
2. Beastie Boys 
3. Legos 
4. Not at all 
5. Pepsi

1. Who was your first celebrity crush?
2. If you could join any past or current band, 
which would you join?
3. What was your favorite toy as a kid?
4. Are you a superstitious person?
5. Coke or Pepsi?

1. Benny Rodriguez from 
“The Sandlot” 
2. The Beatles 
3. A stuffed animal dog 
named Frenchie 
4. Kind of, it depends on 
the situation.  
5. Neither

Sofia Tucker - freshman Lily Grundy - sophomore

Elias Osorio - junior Chris Seybold - senior
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REVIEW

Rarely do the Disney+ shows rival the actual quality 
of television that preceded the era of Disney corporate 
television that values spin-offs and incomplete stories 
from underdeveloped characters. But “Moon Knight” 
comes out the Disney+ oven as a hot and fresh original 
new character with great writing and directing as well 
as spectacular acting.

“Moon Knight” follows Steven Grant, a mild-man-
nered British gift-shop employee who becomes plagued 
with blackouts and memories of another life. Grant dis-
covers he has dissociative identity disorder and shares 
a body with mercenary Marc Spector played by Oscar 
Isaac who brilliantly portrays the multiple personalities 
of Spector. 

The story develops in many twists and turns that 
may seem to be following cliches, but it manages to 
surprise you in its dark and violent direction. As the 
audience delves deep into what made Spector into the 
fearful Moon Knight as well as the dynamic between 
Spector and Grant, the show always keeps 
the audience on their toes.

An impressive feat that “Moon Knight” 
carries is the number of genres it manages 
to blend into one fun ride. At times it’s hor-
rifying, emotional, sad and beautiful, tak-
ing the show into an intriguing and differ-
ent genre-bending storyline.

The show’s villain Arthur Harrow is 
played by Ethan Hawke who does an amaz-
ing job at showing the monotone horrors of 
his evil cult leadership. His delivery is truly 
horrifying, yet sometimes makes the audi-
ence question what’s really going on.

Directing and writing has highs as well 
as lows. While at times the show feels cre-
ative and original, the plot may be confus-
ing to some viewers as it focuses on emo-
tional beats of the story rather than explain-
ing the full context of every scene. 

On a story level, the show heavily re-
sembles “Wanda Vision” by exploring the 
protagonist’s past and how it makes the 
viewer evaluate the scenes they had just 
seen.

Some creative endeavors do fall flat with 
strange plot directions that are never truly 
explained. The show’s mysticism is seem-
ingly valued over a coherent plot structure 
which makes the viewer feel as if they are 
plopped into the middle of a much larger 
story.

8.5/10

‘Moon Knight’ great step in the right direction for Disney
BY RYAN JALILI

Oscar Isaac as Steven Grant Marc Spector in Moon Knight.

 courtesy of MARVEL STUDIOS

“As the audience 
delves deep into 
what made Spector 
into the fearful Moon 
Knight as well as the 
dynamic between 
Spector and Grant, 
the show always 
keeps the audience 
on their toes.”
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To be off-brand or not to be off-brand? To be off-brand or not to be off-brand? 
A deep dive into CHS cereal culture

As the bell signaling the end of third-pe-
riod rings, hundreds of students flock to the 
breakfast line like rabid dogs, all wondering 
the same thing: What off-brand cereal will we 
be eating today? 

For most students, this morsel determines 
the rest of their day, the rest of their week 
and perhaps even the rest of their life. Here 
are the irrevocable, indisputable ratings of 
the on-brand and off-brand cereals given to 
our classmates…and the overall happiness 
resulting from it. 

Cinnamon Chex                                                                                                                  Cinnamon Chex                                                                                                                  
After third period ends, the worst fear of 

any high school student is hearing moans of 
despair emanating from the cafeteria, lament-
ing the food options. The strained, horrified 
faces of students reflect through the glass 
as they grimace, choking down bland, droll 
Cinnamon Chex. These square bites are fill-
ing enough but deeply lack the flavor needed 
to score anything above the bare minimum, 
especially because of the severely off-kilter 
cinnamon-to-Chex ratio.

3.7/10

 

Honey ScootersHoney Scooters
Eugh! Just thinking about carrying this 

bright orange box of drab nothingness brings 
pain to our stomachs. The awful aftertaste of 
Honey Scooters makes you feel both aggra-
vated and despondent at once. This off-brand 
copy of the far–and may I reiterate this point–
FAR superior Honey Nut Cheerios is not bad, 
but just seeing it after waiting in line is possi-
bly just as awful as having to eat Chex.

4.3/10

Frosted FlakesFrosted Flakes
Here we’ve reached the median point of 

cereal at CHS. Sorry, Tony the Tiger, Frosted 
Flakes aren’t gr-r-reat, they’re little better than 
o-o-ok. Frosted Flakes aren’t trying to be the 
best cereal out there, but they still make for an 
above-mediocre meal. The crunch is satisfying 
and the overall flavoring is on-par with what 
you’re expecting, it’s nowhere near amazing 
but it’s also nowhere near being a day-ruiner.

6.9/10

Lucky CharmsLucky Charms
The exquisite taste of dried marshmallows, 

shaped like rainbows, unicorns and four-leaf 
clovers, brightens students’ mornings and 
boosts morale. Comparable to Marshmallow 
Mateys, a pale imitation, Lucky Charms man-
ages to charm anyone, even though most al-
ready know that Lucky Charms are phenom-
enal.

9.1/10

Cinnamon ToastersCinnamon Toasters
The cinnamon flavor, as well as the white 

holier-than-thou packaging, brings any stu-
dent to the heavens during a less-than-divine 
day. The crunch, which dare I say rivals the 
beauty of the original 
Cinnamon Toast Crunch, 
is stupendous. While pos-
sibly an unpopular opin-
ion, Toasters do not beat 
Honey Graham Toasters, 
yet that should not dis-
credit the taste, as well 
as elegance, as Toasters 
face the struggle of being 
another off-brand cereal.

9.4/10

Honey Graham Honey Graham 
ToastersToasters

In the eyes of Carmel students, this cereal 
is truly a star. The delight and happiness when 
greeted with a Honey Graham Toaster in the 
morning is comparable to pure bliss. As the 
honey-flavored goodness touches the mouths 
of tired children, a little piece of them is awo-
ken because of how awesome the crunchy grain 
tastes. Honey Grahams rival their sibling, Cin-
namon Toasters, and take inspiration from the 
famous-but not better-Golden Grahams cereal. 
In a close race, Honey Graham Toasters are on 
top as the greatest cereal at CHS.

9.6/10

BY AINSLEY HENDERSON AND RYAN JALILI

photo by MARCUS MICHIE
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Aries
Aries, ruler of fire and fury, it’s 

time to put down your torches and 
turn that flame inwards and reignite 
your love for the people around you. 
Right now, they are freezing from your 
frigid ignorance. It’s time to become 
enlightened.

Taurus
You are a blooming flower, finally 

emerging into the beautiful blossom 
that you were meant to become. Spread 
your pollen of positivity to all of the 
buzzing bees around you. 

Gemini
Gemini, this month you seem to be 

blinded by the pollen of love. In this 
foul weather, however, you are unable 
to see that your affection is unrequited. 
Take some allergy medication and sort 
yourself out. 

Cancer
Let the sun shine down on your 

skin and soak up the rays. You’ve been 
looking slightly vampire-ish lately. 

Quit being nocturnal.

Leo
Leo, you have brightened up the 

darkest spots of the universe. Continue 
to light up the world and share your 
sparkle. 

Virgo
Would you like to know a secret? 

Of course you would! Virgo, you’re 
the lockbox of the school, holding 
in hidden truths. While the stars are 
sure that your friends and foes would 
prefer for you to keep their secrets safe, 
it would just be so much fun if you 
remembered where you threw away the 
key and opened up Pandora’s box.

Libra
Libra, may the heel of your stiletto 

snap off on the dancefloor at prom. 
May your bowtie unravel as you eat 
and fall into your soup. Those of 
you who want more positive prom 
premonitions, send tins of brownies to 
Mr. Palshaw’s room to see a change in 
your fate.

Scorpio
Scorpio, I see L-O-V-E in your past, 

present and future! Things are finally 
going your way! Be sure to stay the 
course and not let feelings of doubt 
dissuade you from what’s bringing you 
joy.

Sagittarius
The stars were almost tempted to 

skip you this month, we’re that angry 
with how you’ve treated your brethren 
as of late. Your disrespect for your 
fellow Sagittarius is disgraceful. Mind 
your manners and bite your tongue.

Capricorn
Silly, silly Capricorn. You seem to 

forget yourself in your haze of self-
consciousness. Perhaps this is the 
month that the fog will lift and you 
will finally express how you truly feel. 
Maybe even to Taurus…

Aquarius
Oh Aquarius, how you torment 

the people around you. You create a 
typhoon of confusion that you then 
release upon us all. Quit sending mixed 
signals and create a more temperate 
temperament.

Pisces
Pretty, perfect Pisces, what else is 

there to do other than admire you? The 
stars shine in awe of you, the planets 
orbit around your pleasant aura. Don’t 
change a thing. 

Horoscopes

The Desert Trip 2022

courtesy of Heather Albiol, Giana Buraglio,  
Lelia Kraut, Sage Melton, Lily Weisenfeld


